Assessment of the drug sensitivity of acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia using the in vitro clonogenic assay.
The ability of an in vitro clonogenic drug sensitivity assay to predict the outcome of therapy for acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia was evaluated using marrow cells obtained from previously untreated or first relapsed patients treated with either cytosine arabinoside/anthracycline antibiotic or high dose cytosine arabinoside remission induction therapy. While the per cent of leukaemic cells killed in vitro was correlated with the outcome of therapy, this drug sensitivity assay provided little or no clinically useful information.